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1-

Lebanon. Once we called it the country of the cedars. 50 years ago we called it Switzerland of the Orient… Now we don't call it anymore anything because we are ashamed to call it the country of blood. The white color in the mountains yielded the place to the red color in the streets and to the black one in the houses. The weapons are spoken in these days. We don't hear anymore the voice of the Lebanon message of peace. Life together between Lebanese, religions or parties, is threatened. The political debate is insulting. In addition to the fields of mines and bombs not exploded in South, and before constructing the 1% of what the Israeli war destroyed, another war with other organizations is begun. Again the explosions kill the old and the young… a spiral of hate and violence shakes the Lebanese territory. The poor population is always the first victim. She is in fear and inability. She lives in difficult conditions: no water or electricity, no medicines, and especially no work. There are only frustrations, dearness of life and empty words. 

Fear and blood, war and fire continue to destroy the economy and the hope. That makes our social work more and more arduous. A very complicated political, economic and military situation. 

In front of this situation, we greet all those who work by all means to sustain the civil populations and our work by the most resourceless. Once again, we call all peoples and governors to work on the man's dignity and on the divine and human worth that unite all people of good will, to reinforce peace and hope and to reject all kind of violence and despair. 

Finally, we only have a reaffirmation of our slogan of this year: "Joyful those who work for peace, they will be called son of God."

There is not anything impossible, the peace is always feasible. It is this peace that always fulls us by force and of hope. 

Father Abdo RAAD

Director  
2-  
Hostelry school … a dream has been realized
Thanks to God, all the dreams of Friendship Home, or almost achieve!..
For years, Friendship Home dreamed to the construction of a new branch for hostelry and restoration in its Technical Institute. 
23. 12. 2005, Friendship Home puts the first stone of this branch. After 19 months, the dream achieved and probably the works in the school will be finished end of September so that the practice can begin in the beginning of the next school year. 

Currently the works of the 1st phase accomplished are:
- To the ground floor, the constructional works are finished; we begin to work in the sanitary and to install the networks of electricity and gas. 

- At 1st floor where the classes’ rooms are located, the works of the external and internal concrete are accomplished and we began to place the constructional stones. 

We have to equip the kitchens and the classes rooms. It is necessary for us to finish all facilities end of September so that we can welcome the pupils since the beginning of the school year 2007-2008. These pupils are from the Bekaa plain, girls and boys, without discrimination as to confessional or religious. Their admission will be submitted to social criteria and their faculties.

The objective aimed of the foundation of this school in the Bekaa is to prepare the young, the new generation, to the economic reconstruction of the country especially after the war of July 2006. As /it aims to help the young to participate in the development of the region while giving them the means to remain in their villages of origin or to return there to improve their socioeconomic conditions. 

Of course the complete equipment of such school is only possible by the help of other organizations and the men of good will. We are convinced and we already noted that the visitors carried a lot of interest to our project. 

Confident in the future, we wish that this interest grew and can support us to achieve our first objective: help and encourage professionally the young and also to finish the works of the 2nd phase of the project that include a hotel, a restaurant and a big amphitheater. 
3- 

A- Visits to Friendship Home
Friday 19.01.07: Mr. Wassef Kdayeh, from the UNDP visited Friendship Village in the goal to study the project of installation of a solar energy in the Village and to the Technical institute. 
Saturday 27.01.07: Marius Hass, Ambassador of Germany in Lebanon visited our Technical Institute of Fourzol. 

Friday 13.04.07: Friendship Home welcomed at Friendship Village for 3 days, 4 Italian of Caritas-Rome and Milano. After having learned about our projects, they proposed a project to send some volunteers to Friendship Home.

Wednesday 02.05.07: Friendship Home welcomed Mrs. Nawal Waucquier, Vice Chairwoman of the association "Children Of Lebanon" who participated in the preparation of the children that is going to travel in summer to France. 

B- Various activities 
Thursday 11.01.07: In collaboration with the association "Children of Lebanon" - France and the Polyvalent Center of Service and Social Development, Friendship Village launches a dental care project for the children. 

Saturday 03.03.07: Seen the importance of the services rendered by a big number of volunteers to the refugees in different regions of Lebanon during the war of July 2006, Friendship Home organized a lunch during which it honored this volunteer. 

Friday 23.03.07: A data processing room at Friendship Village, financed by the American Agency of Development (USAID), was open by the director of the agency Mr. Raouf Youssef accompanied of M. Ghassan Jamous and Mrs. Christine Sayegh. 

Saturday 24.03.07: On the occasion of the feast of the childhood, Friendship Home invited a number of children of the schools and the associations of the Bekaa to attend a play Titled "Colors" played by the troop "Just for Kids", troop belonging to the association "Grain de Blé." 

Sunday 06.05.07: Dahlia Daoud, a young of Friendship Home and Rafi Kochkarian receive the bridal blessing in the church of the Armenians Orthodox -Zahleh, in presence of Father RAAD, the family of Friendship Home and Mr. Benoît and Mrs. Nawal Waucquier, vice chairwoman of the association "Children Of Lebanon". It is necessary to note that the Waucquier family welcomed Dahlia during the visits to France of summer 1997 and 1998. 

Monday 28.05.07: 10 children of Friendship Home celebrate their First Communion in the Friendship Village. The Ceremony is celebrated by father Abdo. 

Sunday 01.07.07: In collaboration with the World Vision, Friendship Home launch the summer camp of this summer 2007 for its children and all the children of the region. 

Friday 06.07.07: 18 children of Friendship Home accompanied by Rihab, take the plane for France, they will pass there as usually summer vacations. (educational project) 

Saturday 14.07.07: the yearly benefit dinner of Friendship Home took place in Green House restaurant - Zahleh. Several dignitaries of the region and friends were present. 

C- Meetings and conferences 
Wednesday 21.03.07: a meeting had been organized at the Technical Institute to begin the works of the 2nd phase of the project of hostelry and restoration school. 

Tuesday 20.03.07: The educators of Friendship Village attend a conference on the theme of "the hyperactive child" held to the school of Sts Cœurs – Barbara - Zahleh. 

Friday 20.04.07: The director of Friendship Home accompanied by the director of the Technical Institute and two professors of it met Mr. Jean Didier and Mr. Johan Cosmano, delegated of "Ile de France" in goal to debate the likely means to finance the facilities of the hostelry and restoration school. 

Father Abdo RAAD
 --------------------------------
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